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PUBLICATION INFORMATION

SCHOOL VISION

SCHOOL MIsSION

The Imposible Your Potential Change to The World

We believe in the human potential. Even more so, we 
believe in children’s potential. Didyasarin is founded by a 
team  of  passionate educators who are committed to 
helping students realize their potential. With the right 
education and adult support, every child will excel. We also 
believe that success and happiness has to happen together 
and depends on the development of the whole child. For 
this reason, we offer a well-rounded education that aims 
to develop the heart, mind, body, and spirit. Our main job 
is to help students fulfill their potential and prepare them 
to deal with change and uncertainty, the most important 
skill to have in a century that is driven by change. 

As the 21st century comes with increasing complexity, our 
children need to develop strong moral values and 
self-awareness  to  stay grounded in the midst of constant 
change. Education has to be about teaching children to 
understand themselves and the world they live in and how 
social contribution will create for authentic, lasting 
happiness. It is from a successful partnership between the 
school and family that children will be able to find their 
passion and grow into their full potential. 

Didyasarin’s mission is to help our students develop 21st 
century life skills and cultivate universal consciousness 
through nurturing their heart, mind, body, and soul; 
enabling them to find the courage to dream, to discover 
their limitless potential in order to deliver positive change 
to themselves and the world.

The Pegasus Stories is an integral publication of the Didyasarin 
International Preparatory School, as it provides a snapshot of 
learning in the classrooms, a kaleidoscope of student activities, 
photo collages of fun school events, and many other topics related to 
school development.

MESSAGE From the Principal

Dear Parents and Community Members:

The 2021 New Year did not start as we expected with COVID-19 causing 

school closures for the month of January, and our teachers and 

students all having to show our D-PREP Core Values of resilience, 

adaptability and compassion, as we worked to adjust to online 

learning and supporting one another during this time.  I was 

impressed with how we all worked together to create the best possible 

virtual learning experience for all our students at different grade 

levels, and our students really rose to this challenge!  Thanks to the 

teachers for their amazing skill in learning and using effective virtual 

learning tools, thanks to the students for their commitment to hard 

work and learning even from home, and to our families for their 

support of their students as they moved from small group to large 

group to individual learning sessions throughout the day.  

In this issue of Pegasus Stories, you will see some of the creative 

design thinking and exploration learning that occurred even during 

our virtual learning platform, and you will also see the work of our 3rd 

and 4th grade students in integrating coding with their stories of the 

life cycles of rocks which culminated in a celebration of their learning 

virtually as well.  Finally, you will see highlights of our students’ 

amazing artwork linked with their Units of Inquiry in the second 

quarter and the importance of us all working together to foster a love 

of reading in all our students, all the time!  

This period of time has shown us all, even more vividly the importance 

of our entire D-PREP community working together in partnership to 

support, nurture and care for all of our students so that they are able 

to thrive even with the adversity of COVID-19.  Ultimately, we have 

been able to come back together even stronger than before when we 

returned to school in February.  I am truly grateful to the fabulous 

D-PREP community and that we all work collaboratively to create what 

is best for our students at all times, as that is how we help all of them 

to achieve excellence and reach their full potential.

Best, 

Amy K. Marx
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Article written by Alexander Kyriacou, Art Teacher

Each year at D-Prep we hold 
an art auction to celebrate 
the children's creativity and 
achievements in the visual 
arts. Each grade produces 
two artworks, themed 
around their learning in 
visual arts or from other 
subject areas. The students 
plan and collaborate with 
each other, guided by the 
art teacher to create their 
group artworks. The art 
auction gives students a 
chance to combine techniques 
and art making processes to 
create a fully realised artwork, 
culminating in a showcase 
to parents and peers whilst 
also raising money for a 
good cause.

This year students showcased          
a wide range of artistic        

mediums, from traditional 
canvas paintings to textile   
arts, such as batik and 
tie-dye. Nursery and  
K-1 students  utilised  stencils  
to carefully paint their 
canvases along with learning 
how to create patterned 
paper effects, such as 
marbling. Kindergarten 2 
took inspiration from Kandinsky 
and Jackson Pollock to create  
two colourful artworks that          
demonstrated their learning 
about primary and secondary 
colours along with the 
mixing of tints and shades.

Grade 1 students took the 
theme of cycles and seasons 
from their unit of inquiry to 
create paintings based on 
the seasons of Fall and 
Spring. Each class also learnt 

about the importance of 
recycling and caring for our 
planet, creating upcycled 
shopping bags from donated    
clothes and  scrap  materials.

Grade 2 created two mixed 
media artworks, combining 
their learning about patterns 
and visual rhythm with   their  
learning  of different cultures. 
Taking influence from the 
Brazilian Pop artist Romero 
Britto, the students created 
a mixed media collage 
called ‘PB&J’. The collage 
depicted the taosist symbol 
of yin and yang made from 
contrasting patterned paper. 
The students said they chose 
the name ‘PB&J’ because like 
the food it's made from 
many contrasting layers.
 

D-Prep

Annual Art Auction

Fall
Grade 1B

Photo taken from Art Auction:



The Grade 3/4 class looked at the 
beauty of rocks and minerals for 
their inspiration. Whilst learning 
about different rocks and their 
uses in their Unit of Inquiry, they 
realised that many rocks have 
beautiful patterns. They created 
their painting ‘Island in the Ocean’ 
based on the patterns of agate 
stone. Using acrylic paint on 
canvas they mixed up different 
shades, tints and tones of blue and 
yellow to mimic the pattern they 
observed in agate stone samples.

Finally Grade 5/6 created a large 
group landscape painting, inspired 
by the artworks of David Hockney. 
Students created observational 
drawings as the starting point of 
this painting, depicting the park 
behind  the school. They then 
experimented with contrasting 
colours and various tools to create 
the different textures of the 
flowers, trees and grass observed 
in the park.
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We learned the story 
of “ Nian 年 ” 。

Every year, the horrendous 
monster 年 (Nián) would terrorize 
villages. It would eat everything, 
from mosquitoes to human 
beings. As  time  went  on, the 
villagers realized that the monster 
came every 365 days to wreak 
havoc before disappearing back 
into the forests.

So  the  villagers  decided  that  
they would prepare a feast and 
dine before the ancestors for 
protection. After years of hiding 
like this, a young villager came up 
with the idea to use firecrackers 
and scare the monster away once 
and for all, such goes the legend of 
the origin of Chinese New Year, 
also known as the Spring Festival. 

Because the purpose was to scare 
off  Nian  and prevent it from 
returning, the holiday decorations 
are typically bright and red, and 
the  firecrackers  are  loud.  The  
color  red   is   much    loved   by  the 
Chinese in general, as it  represents    
happiness and good fortune.

So our students also made 
traditional decorations such as 
lanterns and Lucky red items.
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What can we learn from 

Chinese New Year?
Article written by Ma Yun (Mandy), Chinese Teacher
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Students also learned the Chinese 
Zodiac and a historical Chinese 
story “花木兰 Hua Mu Lan”.

The Chinese zodiac, known as 
Sheng Xiao or Shu Xiang, features 
12 animal signs in this order: Rat, 
Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, 
Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, 
Dog and Pig. This originated from 
ancient zoolatry and boasting a 
history of more than 2,000 years, it 
plays an essential role in Chinese 
culture. The 12 Chinese zodiac 
animals in a cycle are not only used 
to  represent   years   in   China,   
but also believed to influence 
people’s personalities, career, 
compatibility, marriage, and   

fortune.

This year is the year of the Ox.  We 
also talked about their zodiac signs 
and learned how to say Happy 
New Year in Chinese.

After learning the story of Hua Mu 
lan, our G1 students created an 
exciting video called Mu lan.

Mulan with our Grade 1A and 1B 
students (a Chinese Class Project)

Hua Mu lan is a heroine who 
joined the army instead of her 
father and is described in a 
famous Chinese poem called Hua 
Mulan Ballad.  According to 
Mulan's  ballad,  Khan   of the 
northern dynasty ordered the 
recruitment of troops to prevent 
the invasion of nomads in Lulan.  
Her  father needs  to  fulfill his 
obligations.  However,  her  father 
was too old to bear the pain and 
she had no brother to fight.  So 
Mulan decided to pretend to be a 
man and to join the army instead 
of her father.  For hundreds of 
years, Hua Mulan has been highly 
respected by the Chinese people 
as a brave and dutiful daughter.



Article written by Katherine Arntson-Kynn, Nursery 1 Homeroom Teacher

During  virtual learning, we felt 
that it is as important as ever to 
engage and challenge our students 
so that they feel the same level of 
excitement to join online classes as 
when they are at live school.

Although many of our students 
were at home, we still wanted to 
focus on our environment as the 
“third teacher”. Each Design    
Exploration class, the Kindergarten 
1 and Kindergarten 2 students 
were exposed to details in nature 
that we often do not consider, 

such as sounds, textures, and 

smells. We did not limit the 

students to just photos and videos 

but encouraged them to go 

outside and use our theme of the 

lesson to explore. In the first week, 

we analyzed sounds that occur in 

nature, such as the sound of a 

stream running, the wind blowing 

through the trees, and rain falling. 

We then used the outside of our 

homes to find “instruments” in 

nature, such as leaves, rocks, 

water, and anything the students 

found that could make a sound. 

 

In the second week, we observed characteristics of trees: how they looked, felt, and smelled. Students then 
found a tree that inspired them and drew it with the goal of examining relationships between the trees and 
ourselves and considering how we interact with trees. 

Virtual School:  

Exploration and Design Thinking
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Trees Are Family!
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In the third week of exploration, 
the students engaged with lights 
and shadow play, noticing how 
shadows can change depending 
on how the light is shone upon an 
object. Then students made their 
own “shadow scenes.”

All  our D-PREP  students   took  on  these  challenges  with  tenacity  and    enthusiasm. Some    of   us  faced  
unexpected  obstacles  but  came  up  with  innovative  ideas  to solve them. It was amazing  to  observe  the 
experimental minds of our students blossoming!
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In   Digital   Literacy  or  Design 
Thinking, the students in grades 
Kindergarten 1 and up were given 
challenges which required them to 
think of “out-of-the-box” solutions. 
Each class was provided different 
kinds  of problems, as well as 
limitations which they had to work 
with, such as building a flower that 
could stand up by itself using only 
clay and popsicle sticks with K1, 
building an obstacle course using 
recycled materials and everyday 
household objects with K2, or 
building  a  bridge  using  only 
marshmallows and spaghetti with 
Grade 1. 
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The International Baccalaureate’s 
definition of a library is designed 
to focus on maximizing the 
effectiveness of the library: 
“Libraries are combinations of 
people, places, collections and 
services.”  
At D-Prep, we aim to provide a  
learning space that can be more 
than just a place to read books and 
seek information but also to be a 
safe haven for inquirers to think, 
create, share, and  grow.  Our  
library  focuses on giving as many 
different reading experiences as 
we can possibly give to students 
during their visits, which include 

Article written by 
Ms. Sittie Shechaina Galawan, 
Librarian



read alouds, shared reading, 
guided reading, and  independent 
reading experiences. The school 
encourages the library to present a 
read aloud and shared reading 
experience mainly to young 
readers to ensure that all students 
feel  supported while reading a 
leveled text just above their 
reading level.

We believe that when children can 
see the text during shared reading 
and read aloud, they are better 
able to comprehend the role print 
plays in reading. During shared   

reading, students actively participate 
in the group reading  process by 
listening and making their own 
conclusions about the story. 

For Nursery classes, we give them 
more shared reading experiences 
during class since they need a lot 
of interactions with the teacher or 
librarian before they go find 
storybooks they want to see, 
explore and read. Or they can 
listen to stories from online 
resources.  

Primary students who are the most 
likely to have acquired, or are 
developing, their reading skills 
which includes  inquiry skills, are 
our utmost goal in the library.  All 
Primary classes may ask for shared 
and guided reading with the librarian 
whenever they want. However, 
most times these classes take their 
library visits as their personal 
reading time, and it becomes their 
hub of communication, between 
learners and teachers. 

“Though we are developing our 
information resources supporting 21st 
century libraries, no matter how 
improvised resources could be, there 
is nothing that can beat how you are 
able to immerse yourself into a story. 
Nothing can replace the comfortable 
feeling and scents of paper books.”

-Ms. Sittie Galawan

“The more that you read, the more things you 

will know. The more that you learn, the more 

places you'll go.”

― Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!
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Article written by Noora Noushad, Design Thinking Strategic Consultant

STEM+C is the word coined by 
learning scientists around the 
world to advocate for curriculum 
designs that integrate the teaching 
of Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics with Computing 
or ‘C’. The underlying idea of 
STEM+C curricula is to empower 
students to look at the applications 
of computing and technology 
within the larger context and 
problems in other disciplines.       
At D-Prep - we embrace this 
perspective - we  do  not   believe 
in isolated teaching of ICT, 

programming, or digital literacies. 
We strive, instead, to root the 
discovery of computing concepts in 
problems meaningful to the students 
as they engage in concepts of Science,  
Social Studies, Math, and Language 
Arts - just as students would in the 
world outside school. The recent 
Grade ¾  Unit of Inquiry is an 
example of how we execute our 
STEM + C curricula. Students 
learned about rocks, how they 
come to be, and their lifecycle in 
their science unit of inquiry. They 
were then introduced to block-based 

programming where they learned 
how  to  code  sprites  and            
characters. Finally, students were 
given the design challenge to turn 
the facts they learned about rocks 
into a compelling and interactive 
story using block-based coding. 
What this experience enabled the 
children  to do was to view 
programming/ computing as a tool 
that can be applied to multiple 
areas of interest - in this case, 
science! Watch this video to learn 
more: 

Why we should NOT teach digital literacy in isolation!

A STEM and Creative Computing 

integrated unit of inquiry 

- Grade 3/4

https://www.facebook.com/DPrepSchool/videos/425117462031192/



Our current efforts are being put into weaving  STEM+C experiences throughout all grade levels from K1 - 
Grade 5/6. Keep watching this page for more updates on grade-wise STEM+C experiences.

Noora Nouhsad, PhD Learning Sciences & Technology, University of Pennsylvania
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