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PUBLICATION INFORMATION

SCHOOL VISION

SCHOOL MIsSION

The Imposible Your Potential Change to The World

We believe in the human potential. Even more so, we 
believe in children’s potential. Didyasarin is founded by a 
team  of  passionate educators who are committed to 
helping students realize their potential. With the right 
education and adult support, every child will excel. We also 
believe that success and happiness has to happen together 
and depends on the development of the whole child. For 
this reason, we offer a well-rounded education that aims 
to develop the heart, mind, body, and spirit. Our main job 
is to help students fulfill their potential and prepare them 
to deal with change and uncertainty, the most important 
skill to have in a century that is driven by change. 

As the 21st century comes with increasing complexity, our 
children need to develop strong moral values and 
self-awareness  to  stay grounded in the midst of constant 
change. Education has to be about teaching children to 
understand themselves and the world they live in and how 
social contribution will create for authentic, lasting 
happiness. It is from a successful partnership between the 
school and family that children will be able to find their 
passion and grow into their full potential. 

Didyasarin’s mission is to help our students develop 21st 
century life skills and cultivate universal consciousness 
through nurturing their heart, mind, body, and soul; 
enabling them to find the courage to dream, to discover 
their limitless potential in order to deliver positive change 
to themselves and the world.

The Pegasus Stories is an integral publication of the Didyasarin 
International Preparatory School, as it provides a snapshot of 
learning in the classrooms, a kaleidoscope of student activities, 
photo collages of fun school events, and many other topics related to 
school development.

MESSAGE From the Principal

Dear Parents and Community Members:
As the first semester at D-PREP comes to an end, it is great to reflect on 
some of the impressive growth of our students and the high quality 
work our students have created across their classrooms. I am 
impressed with the engaging and meaningful learning happening in 
every classroom at D-PREP. 

One aspect of our program, highlighted in this issue of Pegasus Stories 
is our Outbound Trip with our 5th/6th Grade students. Outbound trips 
are a way to take students learning into a real world setting for 
multiple days to deepen their learning and understanding of concepts 
but also to heighten their character, life skills, and leadership develop-
ment. Our Grade 5 and 6 students had their first Outbound Trip with 
D-PREP in early December, and showed their own personal growth as 
a leader, improved their skills at working in groups, and were able to 
learn from some wonderful community leaders as well. 

In this issue, you will also see our design-thinking integration of 
scratch programming/ coding in our 3rd/ 4th Grade Unit of Inquiry on 
the life cycle of rocks, and our Grade 2 fieldwork which enhanced their 
Unit of Inquiry on Where We are In Place and Time, by examining the 
cultural and religious influences in our own Thai community. 

We ended December with a wonderful Winter Wonderland/ 
Christmas community celebration. It was spectacular to see our 
community singing, dancing and laughing together to close out the 
year. We look forward to seeing you all in 2021! Happy New Year! 

Best, 
Amy K. Marx
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Grade 2: 

Where
we are

 in Place
and Time
Article written by Ms. Donna Matheson-LeFort

Grade 2 Homeroom Teacher

The study of history is important 
because it allows one to make 
more sense of the current world. 
The   second  unit  of  inquiry   
developed naturally from our first 
unit, in which we studied the 
origins of Thai music and musical 
instruments. It was an eye opener 
for all the grade 2 students, as they 
learned that other countries had 
inspired the designs of most Thai 
musical instruments that exist in 
modern day Thailand. For their 
second unit of inquiry, Where we 
are in Place and Time, grade 2 
students decided to investigate 
other features of Thai culture, in 
order to further understand the 
cultural diaspora that contributed 
to  present  day Thailand. Our 
inquiry  focused  on  global 
perspectives and cultural fusion.

Our fieldwork took place in a 

fascinating area of Bangkok.  The 
Thonburi  neighborhood was 
selected because it offers a unique 
view of the many ‘stories’ that have 
contributed to the culture of 
Thailand. Our exploration began 
outside of Wat Kalayanamit, and 
ended in Lhong 1919, a nearby 
historic port and warehouse. It 
was an exciting day, and I was 
proud of the students ability            
to  gather evidence and make 
observations at all the sites that we 
investigated.

In the days that followed their 
fieldwork, as they discussed the 
data and observations, the 
students came to the consensus 
that  religion seems to be an 
important cultural feature that is 
not  limited  by geographical 
boundaries. From there, they took 
the initiative to investigate several 

religions from around the world, to 
further understand people and 
their beliefs. Each student chose 
one religion, researching, creating, 
and presenting their findings to 
the class.

In  an  attempt  to  investigate  
material and non-material          
contributions to Thai culture, their 
exploration and natural curiosity 
expanded their quest to involve 
several cultures around the world, 
helping them understand that 
their historic pathways are more 
complex than they appeared at 
first glance. Grade 2 now has a 
deeper appreciation for their 
fascinating culture, country and 
kin. And I now have an even 
deeper admiration for their ability 
to seek out the answers to their 
own queries, regarding the 
wonders of this complex world.

Where We are in Place and Time Page 3
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Article written by Ms. Noora Noushad, Design Thinking Strategic Consultant

Design-thinking
Approach



As a part of our 2020 initiative to 
invest in efforts to make our 
students ready for the future of 
work, we have launched play 
hours with parents! These play 
hours are designed for parents to 
experience the joy of innovation, 
failing forward and the non-linear 
process of  design thinking to 
better support their students' 
transition from interacting with 
technology as passive consumers 
to digital creators. We hosted two 

play hours where parents explored 
various   emerging  creative  
technologies including bots for 
creative coding, smart sensors to 
learn about the Internet of things 
and many more! Parents were 
given design challenges, where 
they had to create products with 
the tools assigned to them. The 
resulting innovations stand 
testament to the process of using 
technology as a tool of play. 

Similar to computer programming, 
coding is the process of  “designing 
and building an executable 
computer program to accomplish a 
specific computing result or to 
perform a specific task ("Computer 
Programming", 2020).” At Dprep 
we don’t believe in teaching coding 
in isolation, we believe in creating 
opportunities where students 

the  facts  about  a  rocks life cycle to   
an interactive and engaging story. 
Students   collaborated in groups 
of 3, researched about rocks, 
created their   own  scripts  on   
paper    and   then using code 
created prototypes of interactive 
stories about rocks. We will be 
hosting a public screening of these 
stories soon! 

experience how humans can use  
coding as a tool to create products 
of personal value or social good. 
We did just that in G3/4. Students 
explored and researched about the 
lifecycle of rocks. How they come to 
be and how they are used to create 
various products of value. Students 
were then given the design 
challenge to use coding to change  

Design-thinking Approach Page 6

Bringing Maker 
Culture to D-Prep 

- Parent Play 
Hours Launched! 

Coding interactive stories about the lifecycle of Rocks! 

Reference: Computer Programming. (2020, December). In Wikipedia.
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_programming
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Design-thinking
Approach

Pegasus Football 
Team has taken o�

Article written by Mr. Javier Jesus Tesouro
Physical Education Teacher

Teamwork, resilience, effort and 
courage, these are some of the 
values that sports promote.  
Football is not an exception.

Learning   the   skills,   tactics,  
strategies, and making the team 
run like a perfect machine takes 
time - sometimes even years. 
However, with the support from 
the Paris Saint-Germain Academy 
coaches and the D-Prep team – 
students, teachers, the manage-
ment team, and of course families 
– our D-Prep Pegasus Football 
Team has started to fly.
We had our first tournament for 
both Under-7 and Under-11 teams 
at ASB Green Valley on the 26th 
and 27th of September. It was a 
joy to see our players and families 
together, celebrating not only the 
goals scored but also every kick, 

block  or  tackle.  During  this 
tournament, both teams tasted the 
flavour of victory. The Under-7 
team were victorious in their 
match   against   the Juventus 
Academy, and the Under-11 team 
won over ASB Green Valley in a 
neck to neck match. To add-on to 
these spectacular events, the 
Under-7 team received the Fair 
Play Trophy for their category. I 
believe this prize is not only for our 
players but also for the whole 
D-Prep family. We exceptionally 
showcased our core values, and no 
one stopped cheering for our 
teams  and  even  our  fellow   
opponents. Thank you so much for 
your constant support.

We   learnt   a   lot   from    this    
tournament. This experience 
helped us to identify the next steps 

we should take to gear up for the 
coming challenges. The first of the 
many upcoming challenges came 
from the collaboration between 
ASB and D-Prep: the first edition of 
the Turkey Cup. 

The idea behind the Turkey Cup is 
to   have   an annual tri-team 
tournament consisting of ASB 
Sukhumvit, ASB Green Valley and 
D-Prep battle it out over multiple 
age groups to see who is the best 
ASB/D-Prep family football school. 
We commenced with the 
Under-11 event at ASB Sukhumvit 
on the 19th of November. Once 
again, the support from the 
families and staff was stunning. 
Our students tried their best, and 
even when we could not win any 
match this time, we could see a 
notable improvement in the team. 

Players have a better knowledge of 
their tasks in different positions; 
they were more active and focused 
on the game, and they showed 
new and improved skills like 
dribbling and  shooting.  Also,  our   
goalkeepers showed a significant
improvement by making some 
extraordinary blocks. As always, a 
lot of learning outcomes and  

various experiences for our 
players. Remember that the Turkey 
Cup is not over yet, and the games 
for Under-9 and Under-7 teams 
will take place after the Christmas 
break – TBA.

The training for our teams will 
continue during the next semester. 
We are working towards some 

exciting changes during the 
training. We look forward to seeing 
you in the forthcoming events of 
the Turkey Cup and the future 
tournaments to come for our 
teams.

The Pegasus has taken off, and 
now our target is to reach for the 
sky - GO D-PREP PEGASUS!
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Article by Ms. Watchraporn Katthiyang, Early Years Thai teacher
Photos taken by Ms. Watchraporn Katthiyang

Canna flower by Mira Kindergarten 1A

On December 5th, 2020 we 
celebrated Father’s Day in 
Thailand. The significance of 
Father’s Day is that it is the 
birthday  of  the last King, His 
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(born on December 5th, 1927). His 
Majesty is fondly remembered for 
his kindness and compassion.  He 
was considered an inspirational 
role model and a father who was 
devoted, not only to his family, but 
to his people. He is still very much 
revered and he remains in the 
hearts of the Thai people.

On this date, to represent our 
respect and appreciation for the 
King, there are a large number of 
celebrations and festivities across 
the country annually.  After his 
death in 2016, the date served as 
an annual opportunity to remem
ber the late King, “The Father of 
our nation”. On the occasion of 
Father’s Day, the Thai people pay 
respect to their father and grandfa
ther, often offering a Canna flower, 
also known as dok phuttha raksa 
(ดอกพุทธร ักษา) in the Thai 
language.

The thai culture and history is 
included  in  our  Thai curriculum 
at   Didyasarin   International  
Preparatory School. We believe 
our  students  should   learn, 
experience and become inspired 
by the histories of His Majesty King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej and to 
connect with Thai culture which 
traditional students are able to 
preserve in society while living in 
the country.

In the classroom, students learn 
about  the  history  and   the   

importance of what the King His 
Majesty King Rama IX has done for 
the Thai people for the past 70 
years through books, pictures, 
news  and  music.  Students 
demonstrate an understanding by 
communicating with teachers and 
friends in a circle and by drawing 
pictures. We appreciate the idea 
that   students   have  different 
ways of expressing themselves.  In 
addition,   there    is   also   a    
collaboration with the homeroom 
teacher to organize this Father's 
Day event.



On December 4th, 2020 at D-PREP we had a Father’s Day Celebration. In the morning, Primary students 
performed on stage by reading poems, singing for their fathers and father figure, and giving garlands  to  their 
fathers and father figure in each class.  We also  had  a  celebration  in  the  afternoon  for  the  Nursery  and 
Kindergarten classes.

Father’s  Day  also  acts  as  a 
remembrance of King Bhumibol 
and his birthday. D-PREP will hold 
a Father's Day event every year to 
maintain the traditions for 
students and their families.

Father’s Day 
Celebration 

from 
Primary 1-6 

Father’s Day Celebration from Nursery 1-Kindergarten 2



that their comfort was directly 
connected to the quality of their 
efforts. However, perhaps one of 
the most powerful dimensions of 
student achievement addressed in 
this experience is that of character.

“I am braver 
than I think I am.”
Written by Mr. Christopher Koerber, Director of TLC

In many of our coffee hours, 
parent orientation sessions, and 
newsletter articles, we at D-Prep 
have shared how we plan learning 
experiences to facilitate growth in 
all  “three dimensions of student 
achievement”: Mastery of skills 
and content, character, and 
high-quality student work. 

Recently D-Prep was able to clearly 
demonstrate how our students 
also  grow  in these areas of 
achievement outside of the  

classroom with our 5th and 6th 
grade “outbound trip.” These 
carefully planned trips are built 
around intentionally designed 
experiences that bring growth in all 
three of these dimensions. 
Students conducted interviews 
with a local village and a business 
leader to explore the concepts of 
leadership  from  their Unit of 
Inquiry. Students were exposed to 
the importance of producing 
high-quality work, as they set up 
their own tents and were aware 



Kurt Hahn, whose life’s work and 
thinking led to both the founding 
of       the      IB       International     
Baccalaureate program and EL 
Education’s   “expeditionary       
learning,” has a famous quote: 
“There is more in us than we know. 
If we could be made to see it; 
perhaps for the rest of our lives we 
will be unwilling to settle for less.”

This quote perfectly captures our 
approach to these outbound trips. 
The title of this article “I am braver 
than I think I am” is a quote from 
one of the student reflections from 
the trip. We could have told the 
student that she is braver than she 
thinks, and she may or may not 
believe us, but the effect would 
have   been    limited or less. 
However, on this trip, when she 
was challenged to step out of her 
comfort zone, face her fears and 
self-doubts and with coaching on 
how to use her understanding of 
neuroscience and mindfulness to 
be aware and control her 
emotions and actions, she
discovered under her own direct 
experience that she is in fact 
braver than she thought she was.  

This is true experiential learning. 
This  is    true    transformative    
character education.

The trip was very successful.      
Both Mr. Javier and  Ms. Julia 
participated in the trip along with 
myself and visit for Ms. Amy and 
Mr. Tor and Ms. Lady. This is an 
important part of our model for 
outbounds. We as teachers and 
mentors are right there with the 
students sleeping on the ground 
alongside them and supporting 
them every step of the way. Ms. 
Julia did a fantastic job deepening 
the learning back at school by 
having students write reflections 

on their experience and growth. 
The student reflections are more 
powerful than anything I could 
write or describe. So I will stop my 
article here and ask the reader to 
please take some time to read how 
the students grew when they 
stepped out of their comfort zone 
and applied the life skills that 
D-Prep has been teaching them.

I am braver than I think I am Page 12



I  will  write  about  when   I  was  
rappelling on the second day 
during my Outbound Trip. 
Rappelling helped me move 
outside of my comfort zone.

First, we put on our helmets, 
harnesses and ropes. This was 
new equipment and it felt a little 
scary. I waited  while  my friends 
tried the challenge before I got to 
try the real thing because there 
was practice training. I felt nervous 
while I was waiting.

Second, I climbed the tall and 
steep ladder to the cliff. Ms. Amy 
and Mr. Javier were at the top to 
give encouragement. I watched 
Jessi go down since she was before 
me. I was worried she would fall.

Repelling was a new experience 
for me but it was very fun and I 
want to do it again. I showed 
leadership skills when I stepped 
out of my comfort zone because I 
am a little bit scared of heights but 
it felt nice to overcome this fear.

Finally, It was my turn to go. Khun 
B reviewed the steps to repel.  The 
cliff was really steep and it was 
very scary. After a few minutes it 
felt less terrifying when I got the 
hang of it. Before long, I had 
reached the ground and I went to 
join the others who had already 
finished. We talked about how 
challenging it was. It felt good to 
talk about it with my friends.

Grade 5th/6th 

Outbound
OverviewLeadership

Written by Nannalin Pornprasertsom 
(Fleur), Grade 5-6 Student



Leadership at the Camp
Written by Punnita Polchiangdee 
(PunPun), Grade 6 Student

Leadership Activities at the Outbound Trip
Written by Tamnapat Wongtanutam
(Tamma), Grade 5-6 Student

I will write about leadership activities I 
experienced during the D-PREP outbound 
trip at Ratchaburi. I went there for three 
day and there is a lot for me to share with 
you.

When we arrived at the camp, everyone 
in the class needed to work together to 
set up the tents. At first, it did not go well 
because everyone was talking over each 
other and not listening to other people’s 
ideas and suggestions. After a while, the 
teacher gave us some advice by telling us 
to work together and follow the instruc-
tions. That made everyone work as a 
team and finally finished setting up that  
first tent. After setting up the first tent 
together, we split up into small groups 
and boys and girls should be mixed 

out of our comfort zone. The activity I’m 
going to talk about is repelling because it 
was the most challenging one for me. 
When I was up there on the tower, I was 
very scared and when I started to come 
down I could   feel my heart beating very 
fast. However, when I came half way 
down I felt safe and more confident to 
repel.

There are a lot more leadership activities 
that I didn’t talk about and if you want to 
discover them, you will have to go there 
by yourself. These are the activities I 
enjoyed and I really want you to try it 
too!

up. At the end, every group finished 
quickly and it went well.

On monday night, we went into the forest 
and did a night walk. It was scary because 
it was dark and we were not allowed to 
use flashlights. It was also my first time 
doing something like this so I needed to 
step out of my comfort zone. We walked 
in the forest together then we took turns 
to walk to the bench by ourselves. The 
most challenging part for me was when I 
had to walk through the forest by myself. 
I was scared at first but when I reached 
the bench I felt safe and I actually wanted 
to do it again!

The next day, we did a lot of activities to 
step 

Today I’ll be writing about leadership 
skills during our D-prep Outbound Trip. 
There are many activities that I want to 
share. I hope you enjoy reading this!

The first leadership skill that I worked on 
was to step out from my comfort zone by 
setting up the tents with my classmates. 
This was a challenging activity because 
we had to work together. Everybody had 
to talk to each other. The boys talked to 
the girls and the girls talked to the boys. 
This was very challenging and I went out 
of my comfort zone.

other groups cause I was focusing on my 
own thing.I moved out of my comfort 
zone by cooking something new. I have 
only cooked eggs and french fries 
before.

This is the leadership skills that I learnt at 
the campsite. During our outbound trip I 
learned new leadership skills like how to 
be adaptable and be more social. I also 
learned to be more courageous. Thank 
You for reading!^^ 

The second thing that I wanted to talk 
about was that I had to do rock climbing, 
when I saw other classmates do it, it 
looked like it was easy but when I tried it 
was so hard, It injured my finger so 
badly. I didn’t make it all the way to the 
top but I tried my best. I almost made it 
to the top.

Finally, the last thing that I’ll talk about is 
the cooking. This one was really fun but I 
was so hungry during that time. I made 
the broccoli and garlic dish with Fleur 
and Jessica. This time I didn’t really help  

Grade 5th / 6th Outbound Overview Page 14
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