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Great things come from small beginnings.
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The Imposible

Your Potential

Change to The World

SCHOOL VISION
We believe in the human potential. Even more so, we believe in children’s potential. Didyasarin is
founded by a team of passionate educators who are committed to helping students realize their
potential. With the right education and adult support, every child will excel. We also believe that
success and happiness has to happen together and depends on the development of the whole child.
For this reason, we oﬀer a well-rounded education that aims to develop the heart, mind, body, and
spirit. Our main job is to help students fulﬁll their potential and prepare them to deal with change and
uncertainty, the most important skill to have in a century that is driven by change.
As the 21st century comes with increasing complexity, our children need to develop strong moral values
and self-awareness to stay grounded in the midst of constant change. Education has to be about
teaching children to understand themselves and the world they live in and how social contribution will
create for authentic, lasting happiness. It is from a successful partnership between the school and
family that children will be able to ﬁnd their passion and grow into their full potential.

SCHOOL MIsSION
Didyasarin’s mission is to help our students develop 21st century life skills and cultivate universal
consciousness through nurturing their heart, mind, body, and soul; enabling them to ﬁnd the courage
to dream, to discover their limitless potential in order to deliver positive change to themselves and the
world.

MESSAGE From the Principal
Dear Parents and Community Members:
Our D-PREP students were so proud to share and demonstrate their
learning at our King Rama IX Ceremony and Celebration of Learning on the
16th of October, and we are excited to share some of these projects with
you here in the October issue of Pegasus Stories.
So, please take the time to read the details of our students’ learning
and to see the depth of their studies and to understand how their Units of Inquiry connected to the world
outside of our classrooms’ and school’s walls. It is this real world learning that excites and motivates life-long
learning and that develops young people who not only deeply understand their world but who are also
committed to making our world better each and every day.
We are pleased that D-PREP works to inspire students to Dream and supports them to then vigorously
investigate and Discover solutions to real world problems, so that one day each of our young people will
Deliver changes and solutions for our own communities and the entire world that will create a better world
for all of us.
Take Care,
Amy K. Marx
Principal

Message from Principal
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Why Fieldwork?
By Christopher C. Koerber, Director of Teaching, Learning and Curriculum, and Amy K. Marx, Principal

You may have heard our students, your children, talk about conducting ﬁeldwork in their ﬁrst unit of inquiry
this year. Here at D-Prep, students engage in ﬁeldwork in contrast to going on the traditional model of
“ﬁeldtrips”. Fieldwork is one of the most powerful tools we have in pursuit of deeper learning. So what is
the diﬀerence between “ﬁeldwork” and a “ﬁeldtrip?”
The name ﬁeldwork is derived from the term for the primary research that is usually reserved for graduate
students in universities. We ask, “Why wait until after college for students to engage in this important and
critical form of research and inquiry?” We believe that students are capable of building the skill set and
cognitive capacity for this deeper research throughout their education. Further, young people will be more
prepared to be lifelong learners and develop 21st-century skills of presentation, self-conﬁdence, literacy
and communication skills, critical thinking skills and the capacity to collaboratively learn from their own
experience through engaging in ﬁeldwork throughout their schooling.
In each of our Units of Inquiry, it is a priority for us, as a school, to connect our students’ learning to a real
world and authentic context. Why is this so important? Children learn the most when they understand
how the skills and content they are learning are important in the world outside the walls of the classroom
or school. Learning has a purpose when they see this connection and that it matters to their own lives and
the lives of others.

The biggest distinction between ﬁeldwork and a ﬁeldtrip is that while on a ﬁeldtrip a student is often a
passive spectator, when students engage in ﬁeldwork they are actively researching, using techniques of
inquiry to answer questions and generate new ones, and engaging with their community to deepen their
learning. Teachers plan for rich and engaging ﬁeldwork experiences that directly relate to the concepts,
skills and the content area knowledge that students are learning in their units of inquiry in the classroom.
Fieldwork is not separate from the academics of the classroom but rather both a powerful extension of it
and an opportunity to authentically apply these skills in the way professionals and academics do.
There are three important components that we use in conducting ﬁeldwork. First students engage in some
kind of pre-work at school to prepare for their ﬁeldwork. They develop background knowledge, research
the site or topics they are going to be exploring, and develop questions that they seek to answer. While out
in the ﬁeld interviewing, taking pictures, making drawings or engaging in experiments, students are
working as active researchers and are recording their learning and data for further investigation and
exploration. The third component takes place back in the school. There is always a process of interpreting
data and information that was gathered during ﬁeldwork and connecting it with the larger concept of the
unit. Teachers always hold a debrief and reﬂection after ﬁeldwork so that students become self aware of
their own learning and growth.
This authentic, or real-world learning, is why we
work to plan meaningful and authentic ﬁeldwork
linked to your child’s learning. This ﬁeldwork
takes students beyond the walls of our school to
learn as researchers, scientists, journalists, or
many other professional roles in a real world
context or to learn from professionals in the world
beyond our classrooms. These experiences can
not just be simulated in the classroom. This
deeper learning, as students interview an
expert in a hospital, explore and ﬁnd information
in a museum, learn how to plant rice in a rice ﬁeld,
or go to the grocery store to ﬁnd, compare prices,
and buy the ingredients they need for their
smoothies can not be replicated in the classroom
and these place-based learnings will last much
longer than any power point they see in their
classroom.
Learning is everywhere and life-long learners explore and acquire new learning in every new environment
they encounter. Fieldwork is clearly a better way to create learners of the 21st century who have the skills
to navigate learning and problem-solving in all contexts and know how to ﬁnd ways to deepen and
enhance their learning. Fieldwork creates passionate and inquisitive learners who strive to understand the
world and ultimately make the future better for all of us.

Why Fieldwork?
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Infection Detection in the Spirit of

Written by Ms. Julia Marie Xistris, Grade 5 & 6 Homeroom Teacher

This year in grade 5 & 6 our D-Prep students learned
about the transmissions of diseases with a deeper
investigation into the spread of the global pandemic
Covid-19. We started our How the World Works Unit of
Inquiry with personal self-reﬂections of who we are as
individuals. Students widened their circle to who we
are as members of both local and global communities.
Students investigated the spread of the Covid-19 virus
from both a scientiﬁc inquiry and a societal study.

D-Prep students collect germ samples from around our school.

The beginning of the school year is a time for creating
a sense of community to help students feel valued and
connected to everybody in the class, as well as the
school as a whole. Our classroom community was
formed as our students came together to work
towards the common goal of learning. We dove into
understanding ourselves by studying the D-Prep

“CO-CREATOR” values and the IB Attributes to Learning. We then expanded our knowledge of who we are
as citizens of Thailand. Students researched Thailand’s climate, religion, geography, food, monarchy,
vegetation and culture. This research experience allowed the grade 5 & 6 students to better understand the
features of non-ﬁction books. They learned to balance collaborative and individual work. They determined
their areas of interest, with one persistent question being ‘Why is Thailand doing so well at preventing the
spread of Covid-19?’.

The students took a scientiﬁc approach to learning about Covid-19 by running experiments in order to
learn how to determine Patient Zero, how germs are spread, and where do most germs “live” in our
environment. Students investigated how the body protects itself from these germs in order to keep us
healthy. Our class designed, ran, and analyzed data from experiments related to preventing the spread of
germs. They used the scientiﬁc inquiry process to investigate the best ways to prevent the spread of germs
and learned what is the most eﬀective way to clean our hands and what type of mask to wear. Students
practiced public speaking skills to present their ﬁndings.

Public speaking skills improve communication skills and self esteem. Our ﬁeld work gave us the
opportunity to interview two respected physicians in the ﬁeld of medicine, Professor Dr.Yong Poovorawan,
head of the Centre of Excellence in Clinical Virology at the Faculty of Medicine of Chulalongkorn University
and Dr. Wadchara Pumpradit, Infectious Disease Specialist. Students learned that preventing the spread
of Covid-19 is more than a scientiﬁc challenge. These experts emphasized the importance of community
and compassion when decisions are made to keep citizens safe and healthy. King Rama IX lived his life with
action that supported the well-being of all citizens of Thailand, and it is in his spirit that scientists and
citizens continue to keep each other healthy and safe.

Professor Dr. Yong Poovorawan (pictured with his granddaughter)

Infection Detection in the Spirit of King Rama IX Unit of Inquiry was an investigation into understanding a
real world problem. Covid-19 is a global pandemic that aﬀects countries on every continent throughout
the world. Through our investigations our 5 & 6 D-Prep students gained deep knowledge, attitudes and
skills that will better prepare themselves to become citizens of a global age. Please click HERE to view our
video.
Infection Detection in the spirit of King Rama IX
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Friendship
and How
We Organize
Ourselves:
The Kindergarten 1 Project
Written by Mr. Chip Schardt, K1 Homeroom Teacher

For the ﬁrst unit of inquiry, our Kindergarten 1 class decided to explore the diﬀerent projects of King Rama
IX. After showing the students many diﬀerent projects of the late King and brainstorming, K1 decided they
were very interested in growing plants and ﬁnding out more about what plants need to live.
Our ﬁrst step was to look at the parts of the plant. We did this by introducing time lapse videos of plants
growing. These videos could be paused so they could ask questions. Next, the students put their
knowledge to paper. They were asked to cut and paste the diﬀerent parts of the plant. They had to identify
the ﬁrst letter of each word and ﬁnd the corresponding spot to paste it to.

K1 then explored seeds. We looked at diﬀerent types of seed. Some are big, some are small and there are
diﬀerent colors. K1 used seeds for many diﬀerent things. They used them in their art for decorating, math
for counting and literacy classes as well.
The next step was to actually grow the plant. The class brainstormed about what materials we would need
to grow a plant. After, we put it all together and grew our plants.

K1 then was tasked with taking care for their new plants. The students talked about what was needed for
all life to occur. Water, sun, food and air is what we came up with.

During the plant's growth, the students documented the growth of the plants in their seed journals. Each
day we would discuss the changes we observed, review vocabulary and try to predict growth for the next
day.
The students expressed interest in seeing where diﬀerent plants go when they
leave the farm. K1 decided that a trip to the grocery store would be a good
place to see where these plants go and where we buy them. We went to Tops
Supermarket in Mega Bangna.
The next step was to use the raw food we bought to make some sort of
product. K1 chose to make smoothies and ice popsicles.
The ﬁnal step was to share our creations with classmates and the teaching
staﬀ at D-PREP.
The Kindergarten 1 class was able to
explore these areas of inquiry during our
project:
1. Basics of plant life and growing plants.
2. Ways in which we are connected as a
community.
3. Ways we can help and give back to our
community and environment
Overall, the students were able to see the
King’s teachings and examples of growing
rice and other foods, and were able to
give back to their own community.

Friendship and How We Organize Ourselves: The Kindergarten 1 Project
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Article by Ms. Jintana A. Hubble, Thai teacher
Photos taken by Ms. Jintana A. Hubble

In remembrance of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, D-Prep students were involved in various learning activities
this quarter in appreciation of His Majesty’s legacy. Students learnt about the King’s projects and paid
particular attention to his teachings. They were also accompanied by teachers on ﬁeld work days where the
students were able to learn ﬁrst-hand about the King’s ideas in the ﬁelds of agriculture and self-suﬃciency.

First and foremost, we must understand the importance of His Majesty’s work in promoting the well-being
of children across the country. During his reign as monarch, the lives of children changed dramatically.
Virtually all Thai children at that point were going to school, had access to good health care and very few
were going to bed on an empty stomach. Infant mortality had been drastically reduced and immunisation
was near universal.
The accomplishments of His Majesty in supporting a better future for children had not gone unnoticed by
the people of Thailand and the global community. Yet, despite such progress, there had always been
something that troubled him. The King had a deep concern about the absence of community and collective
responsibility exhibited by today’s youth. He had always been an advocate of a sense of communal
responsibility shared by the youth of his childhood. With great emphasis on the importance of a good
education and applicable knowledge beyond the distraction of mobile devices we see today, the King often
shared his concerns. In many ways, the King’s appreciation of all things traditional in education rang true
in his exoneration of neat handwriting and arithmetic without calculators.

So how does His Majesty’s legacy inﬂuence our approach here at D-Prep? Well, at the start of every
academic year, the ﬁrst quarter’s Celebration of Learning is dedicated to His Majesty. Students read and
inquire about why we should remember and listen to His Majesty’s teachings. Homeroom teachers have
their own take on their work and they, along with their students, decide on which areas of learning are most
suitable for their particular interests. Largely focused on his foundational projects, teachers and students
work together in creating a learning pathway which not only remembers His Majesty’s work, but honours
it in a Celebration of Learning.

King Rama IX passed away on the 13th of October 2016. Every year, during the week of the 13th, D-Prep
has a ceremony in honour of His Majesty’s accomplishments during his reign and the legacy he left for us
to follow in education.
Tribute to the King and Celebration of Learning
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A D-PREP Learning Experience
By Mr. Lewis delos Reyes, PYP Coordinator and Ms. Malia Rowe, Reggio Emilia and Communications Coordinator

The academic philosophy of D-PREP was developed and established, inspired by the belief of King
Bhumibol on learning and education - a balance between academics and ethics. To commemorate the
contributions of the late king to the Thai society, a dedicated unit across all levels is annually explored and
is culminated through a celebration of learning. Each class explores a different facet of the late king’s work
ranging from the individual level, all the way to the global perspective.
This year, a special gallery walk was created, under the creative direction of DPREP’s Reggio Emilia Coach,
Miss Malia Rowe. The project aimed to highlight some facets of King Bhumibol’s life. A collection of
exhibits was carefully selected to provide students the opportunity to further their knowledge and
understanding of the life and work of the late king. Technology, through light and projection, was
integrated to simulate a museum-like experience on a smaller but intimate scale. The galley walk featured
eight different exhibits.
A biographical summary was projected to awaken the visual and auditory senses. This exhibit delivered a
balanced narrative that while the king was extraordinary in many respects, he also shared the same
interests and desires as all of us. He played with his brother, he was studious, he had a pet and even
developed a love and appreciation for music. These facets of his life are important symmetry for many of
us.
The gallery work highlighted two of his artistic passions, music and photography. King Bhumibol
documented his adventures and journeys through pictures. During his frequent visits to the provinces, he
was constantly seen with his camera taking numerous photographs. The late king captured crowds of
people, the environment, temples, etc. As a passionate musician, his work as an instrumentalist and
composer was also depicted through the gallery exhibit. One might have not known that he composed
forty-eight original pieces. During the unpeaceful times in Thailand, King Bhumibol composed some
patriotic music to uplift the nation.

One of his most notable works was on the suﬃciency economy, which is still manifested and celebrated in
today’s practices in Thailand. King Bhumibol taught the people of the value and importance of resources.
He was explicit in educating diﬀerent groups to appreciate and take care of their environment and in turn,
trained them on how to live sustainably while respecting the environment. The gallery walk highlighted the
importance of the royal project foundation, in educating and shifting some of the practices between
diﬀerent communities in the country.

The ﬁnal exhibit of the gallery walk was a project done by the previous Kindergarten 2 class, the King Rama
IX bridge. The bridge was constructed and named to honor King Bhumibol on his 60th birthday. It was the
ﬁrst cable-stayed bridge in Thailand. Apart from constructing this bridge to honor him, it represented an
important value that he taught and instilled among Thais, to connect people and communities.
This special gallery walk project highlighted King Bhumibol as a monarch and a prominent leader of Thai
society. While the project aimed to inform students about his life, it aspired to instill respect, appreciation
and gratitude for what he has done for his people. We hope that this project left a meaningful impression
on our students.
Gallery Walks are an essential element in the primary year’s Unit of Inquiry. It helps to spark interest and
develop questions to assist in deeper learning and understanding. The Gallery Walks usually happen at
the beginning of the projects and are done silently. The students walk around with their notebooks and
write questions or comments, and draw pictures of what they see. This type of interaction is important as
it is done independently. After the Gallery Walk is ﬁnished, the students debrief with the teachers and
discuss their ideas, questions, comments and the feelings that came up. The emotional connection is also
an important element to the Gallery Walks it helps to build personal connections to the material and the
concepts. The teachers and the Instructional Leadership Team help to make this unique exhibit come to
life.
King Rama IX Gallery Walk: A D-PREP Learning Experience
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who we are
By Lyndi Grebe, Nursery 2 Homeroom Teacher

“In Reggio the process of learning involves making connections and relationships
between feelings, ideas, words and actions.” - Debbie LeeKeenan & John Nimmo
During this project we made an inquiry into the nature of the self. We looked at the physical features,
personal characteristics and made connections.
The Process
We started by identifying facial features. We identiﬁed the eyes, ears, mouth, nose, ears and hair. We used
mirrors to look at our face and identify the features.

Once we were able to identify our facial features, we started making self-portraits. We used a variety of
ways to create our portraits: we used paint, markers, crayons, seeds, ﬂowers, clay and play-dough.

“A self-portrait is an intimate, bold declaration of identity. In a self-portrait, a child oﬀers
themselves as both subject and artist. When we look at the self-portrait, we see a child
as they see themselves.” - Unknown
Through our self-portraits we realized that we all are unique.
Although each of us has the same features, our features are
unique. We are able to identify our own features among those
of others.
We were also able to look at our bodies and identiﬁed diﬀerent
body parts: head, shoulders, arms, legs, toes, knees, elbows,
etc.
The Connections
The students were able to make connections in other areas.

They started creating their own drawings of the self. They also made connections during play.
We looked at personal characteristics and saw that we all have a favorite color, favorite animal and dreams
for the future.
We made connections to the late King, Rama 9 and also between ourselves. We connected the things that
we have in common by using string. Through this process the students were able to see that even though
we are all unique, we have similarities. This gave the students a sense that they are part of a bigger
community.

Who we are
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The Sufficiency Economy
Article by Ms. Alexandra Blanchard, Grades 3 & 4 Homeroom Teacher
Photos taken by Ms. Alexandra Blanchard

Business Logo of the Pastel Drawers (art school)
by Yumi, Satang, and Proud Proud

School Supply World Presents Elevator Pitch by Anna, Nami, and Puifai

The Suﬃciency Economy was designed by King Rama IX. In order to understand Thailand’s economy, our
Grade 3 & 4 students created small businesses in teams of three. We began by discussing the diﬀerences
between needs and wants. Then students researched various goods and services and discussed the
meaning of producers and consumers. Students looked around their community to evaluate what needs
or wants their business could fulﬁll. If you ask the business owners of the Dprep Bakery, they will tell you
“There was no bakery at school and the kids want to eat cakes.”

Every learning experience connected to diﬀerent parts of our Unit of Inquiry. Our class interviewed two
guest speakers. Before meeting with the guest speakers our students learned how to write a question using
question words and a question mark. In Noopim’s words, “First we learned about question words. We used
it to write questions. Then we learned about reading, writing and research.” By research she is referring to
how students practiced reading books to ﬁnd answers to their questions. We discussed how sometimes we
will not ﬁnd all of the answers we want in one book, and we need to read more books or ﬁnd an expert
who can help us.

Students prepared questions for each guest speakers and practiced interview skills. The ﬁrst guest speaker
was Mr. Tor. He taught us about King Rama IX and his Artiﬁcial Rain Project. “The King made the rain
because Thailand is so hot and the farmers needed money and water for their crops,” according to Naki.
Mr. Tor’s presentation gave students a look at how the government plans services for the community. The
second guest speaker taught us about planning a business with the example of the Tuna factory. Mr. Golf
showed our class step by step how to plan a successful business. Athit shared with me what he learned
during that lesson, “I learned about that proﬁt is when you make money and loss is when you don’t make
money.” At the end of the presentation, students were able to ask each guest speaker a question. Students
took notes in their notebooks, and then wrote informational paragraphs to summarize their learning.

Next, we practiced looking for evidence of goods and services already happening at school. Students were
able to use their newly learned vocabulary by ﬁnding producers in our canteen and consumers in
themselves. After our hunt for evidence at school, we joined Ms. Noi at the Ayutthaya farm. The farm
connected all our learning! At the farm we observed goods and services, needs and wants, producers and
consumers, the suﬃciency economy, as well as various contributions from the King. As one student,
Dragon, stated, “We learned that King Rama IX gave us ﬁsh from Africa.” The farm in Ayutthaya helped
bring together all of our learning.

“Guest speakers and ﬁeld work experiences provide students with the opportunity to connect their learning with the real world.”
- Ms. Alexandra Blanchard, Grades ¾ PYP Homeroom Teacher & Director of English Learning

Of course, the highlight of our unit of inquiry was creating our own small businesses. Students were truly
excited to have the opportunity of creating their own businesses. As a team they created the various parts
of a business plan, while having to agree and compromise on each decision. Students created logos,
slogans, commercial scripts, and even elevator pitches! The goal of this project was for students to get a real
life experience of goods and services. We had the opportunity to discuss and observe how the community
works together to make sure everyone has what they need to survive. Our various learning experiences will
not only prepare students for their academic futures, but also prepares them for becoming the future
citizens and leaders of our world.
The Sufﬁciency Economy
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