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The Imposible Your Potential Change to The World

D ream  D iscover  D eliver

We believe in the human potential. Even more so, we believe in children’s potential. Didyasarin is 
founded by a team  of  passionate educators who are committed to helping students realize their 
potential. With the right education and adult support, every child will excel. We also believe that 
success and happiness has to happen together and depends on the development of the whole child. 
For this reason, we offer a well-rounded education that aims to develop the heart, mind, body, and 
spirit. Our main job is to help students fulfill their potential and prepare them to deal with change and 
uncertainty, the most important skill to have in a century that is driven by change. 

As the 21st century comes with increasing complexity, our children need to develop strong moral values 
and self-awareness  to  stay grounded in the midst of constant change. Education has to be about 
teaching children to understand themselves and the world they live in and how social contribution will 
create for authentic, lasting happiness. It is from a successful partnership between the school and 
family that children will be able to find their passion and grow into their full potential. 

Didyasarin’s mission is to help our students develop 21st century life skills and cultivate universal 
consciousness through nurturing their heart, mind, body, and soul; enabling them to find the courage 
to dream, to discover their limitless potential in order to deliver positive change to themselves and the 
world.

The Pegasus Stories is an integral publication of the Didyasarin 
International Preparatory School, as it provides a snapshot of 
learning in the classrooms, a kaleidoscope of student activities, 
photo collages of fun school events, and many other topics related to 
school development.
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MESSAGE From the school DIRECTOR

Parents Coffee Morning with principal

Lady Didyasarin

school Director

Dear D-PREP Community, 

We are so thrilled to have our very first D-PREP monthly newsletter. 

The goal of this newsletter is to update our community on our school 

and students' growth in the various areas that are very important to us. 

This ranges from the teaching and student learning achievements, 

instilling in our students the D-PREP core values, IB PYP updates, to 

events and activities happening at the school, to name a few. We  have  

held  our first parent coffee hour and will be hosting more during the 

school year.  We  really  encourage all parents to attend if you are able 

to make some time. We truly believe that an active and healthy family and  school  relationship  is critical to 

the happiness and success of our children's growth and learning experience.

We thank you for your continued support. We hope you enjoy our very first newsletter! 

With Gratitude,

Ms.Lady Didyasarin Tavedikul 

(Early Years / Primary)



Each year the opening of school means a fresh start and the setting of goals for the new academic year.  It 
is  also  a time for students to meet their new teachers and to settle in to their new classmates and the 
expectations in their new environments.  At D-PREP we have started the 2020-2021 school year, with high 
expectations for all of our students’ learning and the teachers have created really engaging and exciting 
inquiry-based projects that our students will experience during the first part of the year.

Inquiry-based learning is about exploring students’ natural 
curiosity and innate interests in learning.  Studies show that 
4 years olds ask between 250-350 questions a day, but this 
goes down drastically and by the time students are 10 years 
old they may ask under 75 questions a day.  At D-PREP, we 
want  to  keep  students’  curiosity  alive, as  we strive to 
develop our students into life-long “Inquirers”, which is one 
of the key IB Learner Attributes.  

So, parents can also help to keep the questioning that your 
child  had  when  they  were young alive and thriving 
throughout the primary  grades.  Warren  Berger,  author  of

Message from the Principal
By Amy Marx
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 A More Beautiful Question, says  that  one of the key ways adults can support questioning is to model 
curiosity and to value questions. Instead of asking a child, “What did you learn at school today,” a parent 
might ask, “What great question did you ask today?” If a child asks one of those great, deep questions that 
gets at why humans are even here, parents could dive in and explore the question with their child. “You 
don’t have to have the answers. You just have to have the interest,” Berger said.

Finally, we had fabulous Back to School workshops in early September, where parents heard about the 
expectations for their children in each of their child’s specials classes, and were also able to learn the 
details about the language arts skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking), math skills, and each class’ 
Unit of Inquiry, which incorporates science and social studies skills, that are taught at each grade level.  
Through engaging in hands-on learning experiences in their child’s classrooms, from sketching plants and 
creating  seed  collages  in KG to building the highest towers with spaghetti and marshmallows in Grades 

Parent involvement in your children’s learning is one of the greatest 
indicators of students’ long-term success, so  thanks  to  all the D-PREP 
parents who came to this Back to Workshop and who have committed 
to supporting their child’s learning at home throughout the school 
year through regular reading, asking and promoting of questioning, 
and providing a quiet place to study at home!  Our partnership 
between home and school will guarantee maximum growth for each 
D-PREP child throughout the school year, as together we are so much 
stronger and more effective than working in isolation.



During Light Studio explorations, the teachers are spending a lot of time with your children learning about 
the way they manipulate and experience different materials and concepts.  It is a process of understanding 
and  experimentation  with  projects  through explorations of light and  shadow, reflection, refraction, 
projection  and   even   clay   and   drawing!   The   list  is  endless.  The Light Studio  is   a   space  where  the   
imagination is challenged and expanded.  It is an opportunity for investigation and creative research.  The space is 
flexible, ever changing, and inclusive.  It is open to adjustments and changes depending on each class project 
and exploration.  In the morning, some groups of Nursery students might be exploring circles and  colors  
in  physical  objects  or  in nature.  While another group of students are focused on creating and  testing a 
communication system for their structure using accordion pipes.  Later in the morning, Kindergarten 
students  might  be  exploring  light  and  discovering  their  drawings  of  plants  being  reflected  above 
them on the wall.  They are focused on the plant structure and its details by using real plants and 

The teacher  is  supported  by  the Reggio Emilia Coordinator and these educators collaborate together 
during the exploration period.  The Reggio Emilia Coordinator, who has been trained and certified in 
Reggio  Emilia,  Italy, also coaches and plans with the teachers throughout the year to create the most 
engaging learning environments and explorations each class and the classroom.

Reggio Emilia is one of the educational approaches we 
use at Didyasarin International Preparatory School.  At 
D-PREP, our school philosophy and curriculum is 
inspired by this approach in many ways.  The Light 
Studio  is designed and concepts are explored by 
using the  important  elements  of  the  Reggio  Emilia  
philosophy.  We believe your children are very capable 
and curious learners.  The teachers are observers and 
are learning from your children during the exploration 

The Reggio Emilia-Inspired Light Studio
Article by Ms. Malia Rowe, Reggio Emilia & Communications Coordinator

Photos taken by Ms. Malia

Drawing of the D-Prep Pegasus by Gail, 6 yrs old
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projections of plants.  However, in the afternoon, the Light Studio might change into a living and nonliving 
environment of experimentation and exploration for Primary classes.  The plants are magnified using the 
handheld  microscope  and  some students are drawing their findings.  While other students might be 
building an area of nonliving things for comparison.  The Light Studio changes throughout the day many 
times.  

Now more than ever, children need time to experiment and explore the world that surrounds them.  It is 
a time for your children to use all of their senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch.  During Creative 
Exploration, the Light Studio is one place where they are able to do this with high-level concepts and with 
focus.

“The Light Studio is viewed as a living organism that is growing and changing over time depending on the processes of the children, their work and project 

development.  The space is inclusive and holds many new experiences.  It is open to amazing growth as the students and teachers bring new ideas and 

concepts for experimentation and exploration.”   - Ms. Malia Rowe, Reggio Emilia Coordinator 



The International Baccalaureate utilizes a set of approaches to learning (ATL) in the exploration of units 
through the program of inquiry.   The teaching and learning in the PYP setting are transdisciplinary in 
nature.  Subjects and disciplines connect and integrate, using transdisciplinary themes. Knowledge 
derived from  different  disciplines  is  aligned  using  a  unifing  central  idea.  Teachers  foster  and support 
the development of ATL by providing opportunities embedded in authentic learning experiences. 

The approaches to learning (ATL) are an essential part of the IB education in helping students to think, 
research, communicate, socialize, and manage themselves effectively. Here are the five strands of the PYP 
ATL:

Communication -  Learners  are  encouraged  to express their ideas effectively.  Literacy and ICT have a 
significant role in nurturing this strand.  Learners are provided with opportunities to practice and apply 
their knowledge of expressing their thoughts for a specific audience and purpose.  Their knowledge of 
reading and writing is expanded in the integration of technological tools.

Social -  Learners  are  engaged  in  collaborative  tasks. They are  encouraged to accept and delegate 
responsibilities  cooperatively.   Listening to others and considering their opinion and perspective are 
essential aspects of working together.

Thinking - Learners are encouraged to think creatively 
and critically.  Opportunities are provided to reflect 
on ideas in becoming aware and understand one’s 
thought process.

Research - Learners are provided with opportunities 
to search and access information to support their 
learning using various sources.  Assessing, analyzing, 
and evaluating information and sources are critical in 
filtering and sharing information.

APPROACHES TO LEARNING
By Mr. Lewis delos Reyes, PYP Coordinator
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Self-Management - Learners are encouraged to develop their sense of independence by allowing them to 
carry  out  responsibilities  on time.  Crucial to this strand is developing a sense of self, in ensuring that 
learners have the tools and strategies to solve problems on their own.

One important notion to consider is how the ATLs may look at different levels.  It is essential to understand 
that these strands have varying degrees of complexities between the different grade levels or age groups.  
Nevertheless, it is our mandate to provide students with experiences to learn, practice, master, and apply 
these abilities.  Furthermore, we are committed to finding opportunities to utilize these skills across all 
subjects and disciplines. 

Teachers IB PYP Making It Happen Workshop

The Making the PYP Happen Implementing Agency Teacher Workshop took place at D-PREP on September 
10th and 11th.  This two-day workshop focused  on  the  important  elements  of IB PYP.  The is the second 
IB workshop for returning teachers, and first for the new teachers. The mandate of the workshop is to 
unpack the elements of the program and construct an understanding of how to implement the program in 
the classroom.  The sessions focused on the following elements:

1. Essential Agreement, Learner Profile
2. The Role of Language
3. Transdisciplinary Learning
4. Concept-Driven Learning
5. Approaches to Learning
6. Inquiry-Based Learning
7. Agency
8. Unpacking Central Ideas
9. Learning Environment and Spaces



People love to talk about innovations especially tech-based innovations; the computing power of an 

iPhone is a million times more powerful than the computers that helped put the first man on the moon!

How  did  they  manage such a  feat?  We  love innovations,  as we see  them as  glimpses   that  will 

change humanity,  but  the  problem  is organisations don't have a clue on the process that goes behind 

effectively solving a problem.  Design thinking  demystifies  the  process  of  innovation by shifting the 

focus from the end product to the non-linear & chaotic process. It breaks the illusion that it takes a genius 

to come up with a life-changing idea; the biggest technological breakthroughs aren't the idea of one 

person; it is the ability to build on the ideas of many. Design thinking discourages individual competition 

over collaboration & celebrates failures. Students trained in design thinking don't think in problems, they 

think in options.  The more options the more chances you will eliminate many to find the most efficient 

one.    

Design Thinking

What is the fuss about? 
Written by Noora Noushad, Design Thinking Strategic Consultant
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The faster you fail, the faster you  learn.  With  the  start-up culture,  most young minds fail, as they aren't 

trained to thrive in an environment of chaos or fully embrace the ‘learn as you go’ mentality.  As the 

world progresses, working with machines & AI, we need to hone in on skills that make humans unique 

as that is the ability to survive through design, innovation & change. 

The culture of innovation is what we plan to curate at D-prep, not just through focused genius or wonder 

hour programs but through cross-curricular design challenges. Here are some glimpses of what that 

would look like:

 “It breaks the illusion that it 
takes a genius to come up with 
a life-changing idea...” 



It is a joy to see the excitement of our students every day, before and during their after-school lessons. It 
has been only a month since we started our after-school clubs and teams at D-PREP, and I am convinced 
that all the D-PREP teams have improved a lot in this short period.
 

DANCE TEAM with Kru Prae & GYMNASTICS TEAM with Coach Chip
With thirteen students currently, the team is starting to develop the strength and flexibility necessary for 
these two activities. Through games, choreographies and drills, our future cheerleading team is beginning 
to develop skills like forward rolling or cartwheels. 
 

DESIGN THINKING TEAM with Ms. Julia
With one meeting per week, our curious design thinkers are doing great! They had a STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) challenge and followed the design process to create the tallest 
freestanding structure. Students had constraints and criteria while building. They worked together in small 
groups to make their design and solved the design challenge.
 

Teams at D-PREP
Written by Javier Jesús Tesouro, Health & Physical Education Teacher
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SOCCER TEAM with Coach Simon (PSG Academy) & Coach Javier 
Our soccer team consists of 2 levels, U9 (9 years old and under) and U13 (13 years old and under). Both 
teams are enhancing their skills with Coach Simon (from Paris Saint-Germain Academy) on Wednesdays 
and with Coach Javier on Fridays. While the U9 team is developing skills like driving and stopping the ball, 
the U13 has started to work on some real game action beginning with some small matches.
 

DEBATE TEAM with Ms. Donna 
For the last three weeks the newly formed debate team has been learning about the basic elements of 
debate, from the resolution to the judgment. Students have been participating in mini activities, such as 
Ummm-errr, The Secret Jar, and Quick Fire. Chosen topics are those that are familiar to the students, in 
order to make it interesting, while also being something that they can easily relate to.

SWIM TEAM with Coach Javier 
Focused on the strokes of freestyle and backstroke; 
the students are working on improving their level of 
stamina. Every training has a more significant load of 
work (more meters to swim) and more intensity than 
the previous one. The eight D-PREP swimmers are 
making substantial improvements with the target of 
changing the venue for our training to ASB Green 
Valley for the second semester. 
 

Let´s continue to keep our spirits high 

and our wings ready to fly 

- GO D-PREP PEGASUS!
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